Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 THE HA 00442 261608Z 
ACTION TRSE-00 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 IO-13 ISO-OO EB-08 L-03 STR-04 STRE-00 
SS-15 NSC-05 NSCE-00 SSO-OO /061 W 

261614Z 053350/53 

O 261541Z JAN 77 
FM AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 9767 
INFO USMISSION EC BRUSSELS IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS IMMEDIATE 
USMISSION GENEVA IMMEDIATE 
USDEL MTN GENEVA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY OTTAWA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY PARIS IMMEDIATE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE THE HAGUE 0442 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ETRD, GATT, EEC, BE, CA, FR, NL 
SUB J : FOIA REQUEST FOR US BRIEF ON DISC 

REF: STATE 15412 

1 . WE REAISED PROPOSED RELEASE OF US BRIEF WITH MIN OF ECON 
AFFAIRS OFFICAL RESPONSIBLE FOR GATT (WINTERMANS) WHO STATED 
HE BELIEVED GON WOULD HAVE NO BASIS FOR OPPOSING US DECISION 
TO RELEASE US BRIEF ON DISC. 

2. WITH REGARD TO PROPOSED RELEASE OF SUBMISSIONS BY OTHER 
COUNTRIES, WINTERMANS SAID HE BELIEVED GON WOULD OPPOSE 
RELEAASE OF DUTCH BRIEF. HE ADDED THAT GON (ESPECIALLY 
MIN OF FINANCE) BELIEVES FURTHER PUBLIC EXPOSURE OF THIS TAX 
ISSUE COULD CREATE PROBLEMS FOR DUTCH TAX AUTHORITIES WITHOUT 
LEADING TO ANY POSITIVE RESULTS; CONSEQUENTLY GON WOULD MUCH 
PREFER TO SEE THIS ISSUE DISAPPEAR AS QUICKLY AND QUIETLY AS 
POSSIBLE. 
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3. EMBASSY COMMENT: WINTERMANS IS GENERALLY WELL INFORMED 
AND FORTHCOMING ON GON ATTITUDES ON GATT MATTERS. HOWEVER DEPEND- 
ING UPON INITIAL REACTONS FROM OTHER ADDRESSEES AND DEPARTMENTS 
SUBSEQUENT GUIDANCE, EMBASSY WOULD BE WILLING TO PURSUE THIS 
FURTHER AND POSSIBLY AT HIGHER LEVELS. 
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